
Key Substantive Concepts 

Focussed 
Strand 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

        

Legacy I know about past 
and present events 
in our own 
life and in the lives 
of family members. 
 

I know that 
clothing worn 
in the past is 
different to the 
clothing worn 
today. 
 
I know a 
nationally 
significant 
individual.  
 
I know when, 
where and why 
the Great Fire 
of London 
started. 

I know some 
significant 
individuals from 
the past and 
know why they 
are important.  
 
I know a 
nationally 
significant 
individual. 
 

I know how 
humans 
survived in the 
in Prehistoric 
Britain.  
 
I know what an 
Empire is. 
 
I know what 
Democracy is 
and can 
compare 
Ancient Greek 
rule to modern 
British rule. 
 
I know how the 
Ancient Greeks 
influenced our 
modern Olympic 
games. 
 

I know that the 
Romans had an 
Empire, which 
Britain became a 
part. 
 
I know the 
positive and 
negative impacts 
the Romans had 
on Britain. 
 
I know the Legacy 
of the Ancient 
Rome still present 
in Britain today. 
 

I know why 
Howard Carter’s 
discovery was 
significant.  
 
I know why the 
Pyramids are one 
of the 7 wonders 
of the World. 
 
I know the 
significant events 
that led to the 
end of WW2. 
 
I know the affect 
the Industrial 
revolution had on 
the world. 
(Ironbridge) 

I know the 
legacy of the 
Mayans. 
 
I know the 
significance of 
Darwin’s 
findings and 
their impact 
upon Scientific 
thinking. 

Rulers I know who the 
Queen is. 

I know a 
nationally 
significant 
individual.  
 

 I know how 
order was kept 
in Pre historic 
Britain (Druids)  
 

I know that the 
Romans had an 
Empire which 
Britain became a 
part. 

I know that the 
Pharaohs ruled 
Ancient Egypt. 
 

I know why the 
rule of the 
Mayans 
declined. 
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I know what an 
Empire is. 
 

 
I know why the 
Roman rule of 
Britain came to 
an end. 
 
I know how and 
why the Vikings 
invaded Britain  
 
I know how some 
Kings in Britain 
dealt with the 
Viking invaders. 
 
I know how the 
Anglo- Saxons 
ruled.   
 
I know why the 
Saxon and Viking 
rule of Britain 
ended. 
 

Invasion    I know that 
significant 
battles were 
fought in 
Ancient Greece 
 

I know that the 
Romans had an 
Empire which 
Britain became a 
part. 
 
I know why 
Britain was seen 

I know why 
Britain entered 
WW2. 
 
I know how 
mainland Britain 
avoided invasion 
in WW2 
(Homefront, 

I know why the 
rule of the 
Mayans 
declined. 
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as an attractive 
land to acquire. 
 
I know how and 
why the Vikings 
invaded Britain. 
  
I know how some 
Kings in Britain 
dealt with the 
Viking invaders. 
 
I know why the 
Saxon and Viking 
rule of Britain 
ended. 
 

Blackouts, Plane 
Spotters) 
 

Transport I know that 
transport was 
different in the past 
compared to today. 
 
I know about past 
and present events 
in our own 
life and in the lives 
of family members. 
 

I know that 
clothing worn 
in the past is 
different to the 
clothing worn 
today. 
 

  I know the 
positive and 
negative impacts 
the Romans had 
on Britain. 
 
I know the Legacy 
of the Ancient 
Rome still present 
in Britain today. 
 

I know why the 
river Nile was 
significant to the 
ancient Egyptians. 
 
I know the 
significant events 
that led to end of 
WW2. 
 
I know what life 
was like for a 
child living locally 
at the end of the 
Victorian age. 
(Transport, 
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Education, 
Electricity) 
 
I know the affect 
the Industrial 
revolution had on 
the world. 
(Ironbridge) 

Agriculture 
(Food) 

   I know how 
humans 
survived in the 
in Prehistoric 
Britain.  
 
 

 I know why the 
river Nile was 
significant to the 
ancient Egyptians. 
 

I know the 
legacy of the 
Mayans. 
 
I know why the 
rule of the 
Mayans 
declined. 
 

Settlements   I know my 
school (and 
immediate 
locality) has 
changed withing 
living memory. 

I know how 
humans 
survived in the 
in Prehistoric 
Britain.  
 
I know how 
homes 
developed over 
the prehistoric 
period and how 
they are 
different to 
homes today. 
 

I know that the 
Romans had an 
Empire which 
Britain became a 
part. 
 
I know the 
positive and 
negative impacts 
the Romans had 
on Britain. 
 
I know the Legacy 
of the Ancient 
Rome still present 
in Britain today. 

I know why the 
river Nile was 
significant to the 
ancient Egyptians. 
 
I know the affect 
the Industrial 
revolution had on 
the world. 
(Ironbridge) 

I know why the 
rule of the 
Mayans 
declined. 
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I know how my 
local area was 
different in the 
past 

 
I know where the 
Saxons came 
from and where 
they settled. 
 

Trade      I know that the 
Romans had an 
Empire, which 
Britain became a 
part. 
 
I know the 
positive and 
negative impacts 
the Romans had 
on Britain. 
 
I know how 
Vikings travelled. 
 
I know the 
importance of 
trade to the 
Vikings. 
 

I know what life 
was like for a 
child living locally 
at the end of the 
Victorian age. 
(Transport, 
Education, 
Electricity) 
 
I know the affect 
the Industrial 
revolution had on 
the world. 
(Ironbridge) 

I know the 
legacy of the 
Mayans. 
 

Society I know some 
similarities and 
differences 
between things in 
the 
past and now. 
 

I know that 
children in the 
past played 
differently to 
those today. 
 
 

I know my 
school has 
changed withing 
living memory 
 
I know about 
significant 

I know how 
humans 
survived in the 
in Prehistoric 
Britain.  
 

I know that the 
Romans had an 
Empire which 
Britain became a 
part. 
 

I know the 
ancient Egyptian 
customs and 
beliefs.  
 
I know the impact 
the war had on 

I know the 

Mayan society 

was different to 

our society in 

Britain. 
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individuals from 
our local area. 
 
I know my 
school (and 
immediate 
locality) has 
changed withing 
living memory. 

I know how 
homes 
developed over 
the prehistoric 
period and how 
they are 
different to 
homes today. 
 
I know how 
order was kept 
in Pre historic 
Britain (Druids)  
 
I know how my 
local area was 
different in the 
past. 
 
I know what an 
Empire is. 
 
I know what 
Democracy is 
and can 
compare 
Ancient Greek 
rule to modern 
British rule. 
 

I know the 
positive and 
negative impacts 
the Romans had 
on Britain. 
 
I know the 
importance of 
trade to the 
Vikings. 
 

civilians 
(evacuees, 
women working, 
agriculture, Blitz) 
 
I know what life 
was like for a 
child living locally 
at the beginning 
of the Victorian 
age. (Child labour, 
Workhouse) 
 
I know what life 
was like for a 
child living locally 
at the end of the 
Victorian age. 
(Transport, 
Education, 
Electricity) 
 
I know the affect 
the Industrial 
revolution had on 
the world. 
(Ironbridge) 

I know the basic 
principles in 
which the 
Mayan’s lived by 
and that the 
Mayan society 
believed heavily 
in the power of 
the gods 
 

   


